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Rohnert Park - On Friday, May 12, 2017 approximately 3:16 P.M. Rohnert Park Public Safety Dispatch 
received a phone call from a security officer that was working at the Budget Inn in Rohnert Park.  The 
security officer told dispatch that a male staying at the hotel was acting strangely and he felt that the police 
should come out and take a look.  
 
Two Rohnert Park Public Safety Officers arrived at the Budget Inn and were directed to the room by the 
security officer concerning the male who was acting strangely. The single occupant inside the room was a 
white male in his early 40s who was incoherent and appeared to be in an altered state. 
 
The Rohnert Park Public Safety Officers were speaking to the white male who was stating that he had been 
poisoned with chemicals but it was unclear by whom or how. The male had an outstanding warrant for his 
arrest. The officers attempted to take him into custody when he became combative and resisted their 
attempts to arrest him. The two officers were involved in a physical altercation with the male subject and one 
of the officers deployed his Taser. The officers took the subject to the ground as he was resisting their 
attempts to restrain him. Once on the floor, he stopped resisting and then became unresponsive.  Officers 
checked for breathing and immediately began CPR.  As they performed CPR on this person, they also 
requested a code 3 response from fire and ambulance.  Emergency Medical Services arrived on scene and 
were not able to revive this individual. 
 
At this time, Rohnert Park Public Safety has requested the Sonoma County Sheriff’s conduct the 
investigation into this incident pursuant to established Sonoma County Law Enforcement Protocols.  The 
Sheriff’s Office will be working with the District Attorney’s Office as well to begin this investigation. 
 
The name of the two Rohnert Park Public Safety Officers and the name of the subject have not been 
released at this time. 
 
We appreciate the patience of the public and the media for giving the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office and 
the District Attorney’s Office the necessary time to conduct an in-depth and professional investigation into 
this incident. 


